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LAFAYETTECOUNTYWI.ORG

LAFAYETTE COUNTY

ARGYLE ¢ BELMONT ¢ BENTON « BLANCHARDVILLE ¢« BROWNTOWN ¢ CUBA CITY

DARLINGTON e GRATIOT ¢« MONTICELLO ¢ NEW DIGGINGS ¢ SHULLSBURG ¢ SOUTH WAYNE
WIOTA

FARMING, OUTDOOR RECREATION, AND WISCONSIN HISTORY ARE THE HALLMARKS OF

LAFAYETTE COUNTY.

afayette County played a significant role in the
Lstate's beginnings. Settlers arrived in the early 1820s
to mine the lead in the region. They had no time to
build permanent homes, so they dug crude dwellings
into the hillsides, resembling badger holes. These rustic
homesteads inspired Wisconsin's nickname as the

Badger State.

When the Wisconsin Territory was established in 1836,
Lafayette County housed the First Capitol in Belmont.
Two restored buildings are open for prearranged
tours: the Council House, which is furnished much like
it was when the territorial legislature met there, and
the Supreme Court building. Be sure to explore this
Wisconsin State Historic Site for a flashback to what
frontier Wisconsin looked like.

Shullsburg was the third established community in
Wisconsin. The area boasted the most productive lead
mining in the country leading to a population boom
in the 1820s. In fact, the majority of lead musket balls
used during the Civil War came from Shullsburg. The
city is said to have five miles of mining tunnels running
beneath its streets and homes. Shullsburg's Badger Mine
and Museum takes visitors underground into a hand-dug
19th-century mine and exhibits the primitive tools used
to extract the ore. To continue with Lafayette County's
mining history, visit Swindler's Ridge Museum in Benton,
where you will find more mining artifacts and a working
diorama of a lead and zinc mine.

Another noteworthy historic site is the Lafayette County
Courthouse in Darlington. Built between 1905 and 1907,
it is the only active courthouse in the country that was
paid for by one man—a citizen named Matthew Murphy
who left most of his estate for the building's construction.
The monumental limestone structure features a central
rotunda with an elaborate dome and evidence of Johnny
Depp's visit to the Courthouse when it was featured in
the 2009 movie "Public Enemies".

Lafayette County is farm country. With 1,400 farms,
Lafayette County's economy depends on agriculture
more than any other county in Wisconsin. With many
cheese factories, dairy farms, farmers markets, vegetable
farms, and fiber producers, agriculture is the heart of
many of the county's communities. For those who
appreciate agriculture and local traditions, the Lafayette
County Fair is a must-visit event. This long-standing fair
showcases livestock exhibitions, thrilling rides, and live
entertainment, offering a true taste of rural Wisconsin
culture. Shullsburg highlights the area's dairy industry
with its annual Cheesefest, held in October, featuring
wine and cheese tasting, hay rides, and a cheese curd
eating contest.

Lafayette County is also a haven for those seeking
nature and outdoor recreation. Hiking, bicycling, fishing,
hunting, canoeing, swimming, ATV riding, horseback
riding, cross-country skiing, and snowmobiling are
all available in Lafayette County's scenic Driftless
countryside. The Cheese Country and Pecatonica State
trails offer more than 60 miles of off-road riding, and the
Mound View State Trail is open to bicyclists and hikers.

Camping, hiking, and fishing are popular activities at
Lafayette County parks, including Yellowstone Lake
State Park—between Blanchardville and Argyle—
and the nearby Yellowstone Wildlife Area, which also
provides horse trails and a shooting range. Blackhawk
Memorial Park, south of Argyle, is a picturesque place to
camp, hike, canoe, and fish along the Pecatonica River.

Lafayette County Speedway, located in Darlington, has
a 70-year auto-racing legacy. The slightly banked three-
eighths mile clay track has been in existence since the
1950's. Racing begins each April and continues into
August, with a full weekly schedule, including several
large specials throughout the season.
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LAFAYETTE COUNTY
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THE WORLD’S LARGEST M
Platteville/Belmont
2
YELLOWSTONE LAKE STATE PARK
Blanchardyville
3
GRAVITY HILL
Shullsburg
L
FIRST CAPITOL IN BELMONT
Belmont
5

BLUE ASH FARM TASTING LODGE
Argyle

Yellowstone Lake State Park.
Photo Credit: Dane Nechkash
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6
TRAIN DEPOT MUSEUM AND CABOOSE
Darlington
7
TOY TRAIN BARN MUSEUM
Argyle
8
SAXTON HOUSE
Argyle
9
BLACKHAWK MEMORIAL PARK/BLOODY LAKE
Woodford
10

FATHER MAZZUCHELLI’S GRAVE AT
ST. PATRICK’S CEMETERY

Benton

Saxton House
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INSTRUCTIONS

Gravity Hill Belmont Mound State Park
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ARGYLE

ARGYLE

PROVIDING OVER 175 YEARS OF HISTORY AND CHARM

.543.3113 . www.argylewi.org - economicdevelopment(@argyle.wi.org

Fish - Canoe the Pecatonica River
- 2 Boat Landings - 3 Fishing Piers
JUNE First Weekend Garage Sales
Last Weekend Argyle Fish Fry
AUGUST First Weekend Fire Dept. Mud Volleyball Tournament
DECEMBER First Weekend Christmas Craft Fair & Toy Train Show & Cookie Walk

mﬂn&T ues
10am-4pm Wed - Sun
Winter - Call Ahead

608-897-5651

300 E Milwaukee St. Argyle, WI 53504
608-543-3330
Order Online: www.central52.com

e Breakfast Bites ¢ Coffees ¢ Pizza
e Ice Cream « Chicken Wings

YELLOWSTONE

GOLF COURSE
~ 608-293-3734

608.543.3606
109 S. State St. Argyle, Wi 53504

Located on the ATV/UTV trail
Check out our Guest House!
@) goodfellasargylewi

Located in Argyle, Wisconsin
Enjoy Crafted Spirits & Spectacular Views

Celebrate Nature and Visit...

Tasting Lodge
Reservations:
BlueAshFarm.com

BLUE ASH FARM’

Historic Argyle

Preserving the local history
of Argyle...

Boyhoo
Fighting Bob LaFollette

historicargyle.org

UNDER NEW
OWNERSHIP

Grill open for
breakfast,
lunch, & dinner
Friday - Sunday

RV ¢ Tent o Electric o Live Bait

[ce

FuLL MENU

FRESH DELI

) oy oun patio!

o'y
oy o

oty £ el
Corner of 78 & 81
608-543-3711 )

On ATV/UTV trail. Come as you are!
RV parking in rear.
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Onthe Trails
Opening Summer 2025
Lodging available at The Oxbow | .~ e

10740 Main St.
Woodford, W1 53599
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BLAKCHARDVILLE

BLANCHARDYVILLE CcCO-0OP

Ol ASKEOC,

VIKING SCOOP 314 5. Main st

Full Bar Menu with
Daily Specials &
Friday Fish Fry

Patio open all year round

Blanchardville, WI 53516 Open Daily at 11am
Enjoy the Driftless region on our local ATV Trails
608-523-4293 Find us on Airbnb or VRBO to book your
stay at HOTEL BLANCHARD
Lochtions (N Pub and Hotel located at

Blanchardville 308 S. Main Street, Blanchardville
Argyle * New Glarus 0 608.523.4888

Find us on Evolve.com —
Search Blanchardville WI
Located along the Pecatonic
1 & 2 bedroom cabin

213 S Main St.
Blanchardville, Wi

608.523.1082

"y [
608-206-2384: * DriftlnnCabins@gmail.com

BLANCHARDVILLE.COM
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YOUR FRIENDLY STOL

Gateway to Yellowstone Lake State Park « BLANCHARDVILLE.COM

R L =50 e

Year-Round Cabin Rentals near >’ i 6

Yellowstone Lake State Park f @(o 1
Visit www.evolve.com, scan the QR :

codes below, or call 608-214-4512 “Stay in the History of Blanchardville”
to book your stay e b 7

18272 LAKE ROAD * 4 Person Cabin
BLANCHARDVILLE, Wi
(608) 523-1543 ;

BAR - GRILL - BAIT - CABINS - CAMPSITES
KAYAK, GANOE, & PONTOON RENTALS

YELLOWSTOMNE HILLS
clay REATIALN

www.ElizaHouseWI.com or Book through Airbnb

Historic Event Venue
blanchardhall.com

Cruisin' WI Car Show
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SHULLSBURG

236 W WATER ST SHULLSBURG, Wi 53586Q"
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roelliche
15982 Hwy. 11, Shuollsburg, W1 53586 6089653779

133 West Water St, Shullsburg, Wi
608-965-3144
Open Monday thru Saturday
Daily Lunch Specials

Famous for Homemade Pies by Grandma Susie
Home of the Kim’s Combo * Homemade Pasty

Find us on Facebook - Specials Posted Daily!

A fun, family-owned boutique

with an array of styles and sizes!

/ace T)Da/,oéé%ce/

20W. Water St. Shullsburg, W1
www.jace-boutique.com

—

RAYVHES : ANDS
250 W. Water St. Shublsbung, WI
Thu: 9-2 + Fic 9-4:30 « Sut: 9-2

Shullsburg Creamery
208 W. Water Street
Shullsburg, WI53586

shullsburgcreamery.com
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Cheese Store Hours:
Monday - Friday 10am - 5pm;
Saturday & Sunday 9am - 5pm

Observatory Hours:
Monday - Friday: 7am - 2pm

EST. ¥ 2007

CATTLE CO.

LOCATED

BELOW

HOURS

WED: 4PM-8PM
THURS: #PM-'FLUSE
FRE -5PM-CLOSE
SAT-TAM-CLOSE
SUR TIAM-EEM

ENTRAMCE IN REAR AND
SIDE OF BUILDING

Explore the History.
Share The Goodness.

So Sty



SHU BURG
WISCONSIN
EST 18EY

o

 divs sod g e lind
SHULLSBURG, WISCONSIN

www.experienceshullsburg.com

@ HIDDENVALLEYS.COM 47



DARLINGTON

(Dq? Open 7 days a week
LAY C{?@{,— Daily Specials
o _ 333 Main Street
Daily Lunch Specials Darlington, WI, 53530
L J Friday Fish Fry (608) 482-1985
Monday-Friday 7am-3pm, ' Saturday Prime Rib 0 g
Saturday 9am-3pm T
(closed on major holidays) ; Sunday Brunch
17975 County Hwy F, L[l Cky Cﬂw

I.IHEI“" 201 Christensen Dr.

Darlington, WI 53530
Phone
608-776-8830

e o B 17098 Country Club Rd, Darlington, WI I
brunkowcheeseofwi.com - 608-776-3377
N G = = = e 5 - = . e :
¥ [] o
e o ’ e =
By -
DAR

BRIDGES
BANQUET CENTER
Have your party here!
Phone

608-776-2450

Book room online at: darlingtoninnwi.com

Y *u-'”"w 3

i ey i
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LAFAYETTECOUNTYWI.ORG

MOUND VIEW RV, INC.

Sales ® Service ® Parts & %cce&wrw&
USH 151, Exit 26 - Turn on Stone Hill Avenue

769 W. Liberty St., Belmont, WI

(608) 762-6957
Riv NETWORK

“or toll free (866) 825-4858

The Village of Belmont is in picturesque Lafayette County,
surrounded by rolling hills and scenic farms. In 1836,
Belmont was the first capitol of the Wisconsin Territory. You
can visit First Capitol Historic Site just north of Belmont.
On your drive there, pull into the Belmont Mound State
Park to take in the panoramic views of the countryside and
check out the many scenic trails.

Belmont is a family-friendly community boasting

recreational opportunities as well as a healthy business
district. The village also features two beautiful murals
and two versatile parks—Bond Park and Leahy Park—for
families to enjoy. Belmont's growing business community
includes specialty cheese factories, Branded Show Gear, a
convention center and one of the area's largest greenhouse
operations. It has a great truck stop, RV dealership, mini

mart, motel, and spa & salon just off Highway 151. Drive
into downtown Belmont for more restaurant, tavern, and
pub choices.

Belmont is the intersecting point of the Mound View State
Trail and the Pecatonica State Trail. Mound View State Trail
travels parallel to Hwy. 151 toward Platteville. This 7-mile
trail connects to the Platteville Rountree Branch Trail, both
of which are non-motorized trails. If you head east, the
trail changes over to the Pecatonica State Trail, which is a
popular 10-mile shared use trail open to ATVs, horseback
riding, walking, biking and seasonally skiing, snowshoeing
and snowmobiling. The scenic Pecatonica Trail travels
east out of Belmont to Calamine where it connects to the
Cheese Country Trail. The Pecatonica State Trail follows
the old Milwaukee Railroad Corridor that at one time
hauled lead through our valleys, reminiscent of the mining
era which once dominated this region of Wisconsin.

For more info. www.belmontwi.com or call 608.762.5142

Belmont Convention Center

T - 2k
+ Salt Water Pool  + Meetings & Banguets — .
+ Crazy Cow Saloon » Seating for 550 guests ﬁ. e -w_

Schedule A Tour
BOE-515-83%0

Hotel Reservations
G08-762-6900

103 W. Mound View Ave., B

Haircuts, Styles, Colors
Skin Care, Pedicures, Manicures
Massages, Acupuncture, Chiropractic
Infrared Sauna, IV Infusions
Bridal Hair & Makeup

www.massageworksdayspa.net

424 David Drive, Belmont, WI 53510
608.762.5635

Check Facebook for
last minute openings!

117 W. Commerce St.
Belmont, WI 53510

Sports Page

* Lunches Wednesday - Saturday starting at 11am
* Friday Fish Fry e« Saturday Prime Rib
* ATVers & Snowmobilers Welcome (608)
* Banquet Facilities Available 762-5110

& Drink Specials

== & Across from the

105 W. Commerce St.
Belmont, WI Pecatonica Trail

(608) 762-5193

Cushman's Greenhouse
“The Growers With Roots”

Annuals ¢ Perennials ¢ Fall Mums ¢ Poinsettias
www.cushmansgreenhouse.com

(608) 762-5795

MCCARVILLE'S MY TURN PuUB
Catering Services

Daily Specials !!
Open daily at 10:00 A.M.

Banquet Facilities
Belm/ont Across from the Pecatonica Trail (608) 762-6191

LAKE JOYCAMPGROUND

__—
Non-electrlc, 20/30amp, &
50amp Camping Sites

m D s

£ e

pa. \!IT{ iy

lakejoy.com™ Iakejoywa‘mhtc net » 608-762-5150 @
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LAFAYETTECOUNTYWI.ORG

NEW DIGGINGS

BLACKSTONE

CAMPEROUND & RV PARK

BROWNTOWN

i:--.;.:
HAWK'S [ MILL

+ 4+ %
‘Winter Hours:
{Sept.-April)

e

ek atmilbay
[&08) Rb6

{May-Aug.) oo

Cipien Daily: WamsT pom,

GRATIOT
Nightly & Seasonal Site Rentals S ,fa $20 per night
Full H[][]I(U[]S (TT;E-,—,_ with electric
E $15 per night
T non-electric

Located on Hwy 11 & Cty K

Gratiot, WI 53541
Campsites are First Come, First Served
2779 Shawnee Road, Shullsburg, WI S

608.726.2341 Fishing & ATV Trails Nearby

BENTON

608-759-4000
46 East Main St. Benton, WI 53803

IAVIRIEIN[EESS
Pulh & Eatery

Open Wednesday - Sunday
Kitchen Open 11 - 9

©
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