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CRAWFORD COUNTY

DESOTO ¢ EASTMAN ¢ FERRYVILLE ¢ GAYS MILLS ¢ LYNXVILLE ¢« SENECA
PRAIRIE DU CHIEN e SENECA  SOLDIERS GROVE ¢ STERLING ¢« WAUZEKA

Their mission was fur trading, and thanks to their
success, Prairie du Chien became the second
permanently settled community in Wisconsin.

Today, Crawford County draws visitors from around the
region to enjoy boating and fishing along the Mississippi
River, kayaking and canoeing down the Kickapoo River,
apple picking in the area's prolific orchards, and visiting
the historic sites that provide a glimpse into the early
years.

Panoramic views bring nature to the forefront, showing
off the riverside bluffs, native prairies, and the beauty of
the Driftless landscape, unscathed by glaciers.

Gays Mills is awidely acclaimed apple capital, and visitors
travel hundreds of miles every year to pick, eat, and
bring home bags of the bountiful fruit. Gays Mills's apple
history dates back to 1905, when farmers discovered
that land along the Kickapoo River was well-suited for
growing apples. Today, apple orchards thrive, covering
more than 1,000 acres in Gays Mills, and every year in
September, the Gays Mills Apple Festival celebrates the
harvest with parades, carnivals, music, and food.

Near the Crawford County Fairgrounds in Gays Mills,
the Log Cabin Heritage Park pays tribute to the folk
architecture of the Kickapoo Valley. Six log buildings sit
along a spring-fed creek, giving people an idea of early
community life.

Soldiers Grove has become a destination for tourists with
its annual Driftless Area Art Festival, held in September.
Set against the backdrop of the Driftless hills and valleys,
the fair exhibits all types of fine art, showing off the works
of painters, potters, woodworkers, weavers, and metal
smiths from the region and beyond, with local food
purveyors, wineries, and musicians plying the crowds,
as well.

Tourism is a major economic driver in Crawford County,
and outdoor recreation is among the biggest attractions.
Fishing tournaments draw anglers to the Mississippi
River while the slower, picturesque Kickapoo River is a
hot spot for kayakers and canoeists as they paddle along
the winding waters.

For history buffs, St. Feriole Island is the site of the
region's beginnings. In 1673, explorers Marquette and
Joliet made their way to the confluence of the Mississippi
River and the Wisconsin River, and French Canadians
began settling there to engage in the fur trade. In the
early 1800s, Fort Shelby was built on the island. It was
the site of a battle between British and Americans
during the War of 1812 where it was burned down. Fort
Crawford was later built at the same site twice, as floods
destroyed the first structure.

St. Feriole Island houses Villa Louis, the mansion built
by fur trader Hercules Dousman in 1843. A Wisconsin
State Historic Site and a National Historic Landmark,
Villa Louis is open for tours, and nearly all of its artifacts
are original furniture, silver items, and other antiques
from the Dousman family. The Dousman House is
another restored historical landmark. Built in 1864 to
accommodate travelers on the Chicago, Milwaukee & St.
Paul railroad—which had a popular depot on the island—
the hotel hosted presidents and other dignitaries. It was
later converted into a meat-packing plant and then a
warehouse, but is now a venue for weddings and other
events. Also on the island, the Mississippi River Sculpture
Park beckons with life-sized bronze sculptures depicting
the area's history.

Crawford County shares a close relationship with its
neighbors across the Mississippi River in Marquette and
McGregor, lowa, where visitors to Pikes Peak State Park
and historic museums often cross to the Wisconsin side
to get a bigger view of the Driftless and its origins.

FOR CALENDAR OF EVENTS & CURRENT INFORMATION: WWW.HIDDENVALLEYS.COM
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TOP 10 CRAWFORD COUNTY DESTINATIONS

1
VILLA LOUIS HISTORIC SITE
Prairie du Chien
2
GAYS MILLS ORCHARDS
Gays Mills
3
THE SWEET TOOTH
Prairie du Chien
L
ST. FRANCIS HERMITAGE
Gays Mills
5

EAGLE’S LANDING WINERY
Marquette, IA

6
MISSISSIPPI RIVER SCULPTURE PARK
Prairie du Chien
7
SUGAR CREEK WINERY ¢ SPIRITS
Ferryville
8
MUSEUM OF UNREMARKABLE OBJECTS
Gays Mills
9
PRAIRIE FUN LAND
Prairie du Chien
10
FERRYVILLE LOOkOUT

Ferryville
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FERRYVILLE GAYS MILLS

B ."_',,',,“?;:"',“:::n ; S Heirloom Apples
Wr & e . o
T en vt Glemeng Pumpkins - Mums
DHCNARID
= ¥ Peaches - Popcorn
Open Labor Day 9-5

Pick Your Own Apples
Bakery « Cider
Specialty Foods

608-735-4625
46054 Hwy. 171 - Gays Mills

SUGAR CREEK WINERY
AND SPIRITS
-NO ADDED SULFITES
-NO MORE WINE HEADACHES
13418 CHELLEVOLD RD. - FERRYVILLE

608.466.WINE (9463)

SunriseOrchards

INCORPORATED

NOWAT 2 LOCATIONS!

SunriseOrchards (Main Location)
48340 Hwy 171 - Gays Mills, WI 54631 « (608) 735-4645

CIdVIOFIIvd
SunriseOrchards at Hillcrest
16602 Hwy 61 - Gays Mills, Wi 54631 - (608) 624-5753

Open Mid Aug thru Mid Dec

« Apples « Donuts - Cider

e Pumpkins « Specialty Foods
- Gifts « Apple Gift Boxes

« Online Store Open 24/7

" SCAN TO JOIN OUR EXCLUSIVE UPDATES
i3t on apple availability, specials, events, recipes, and more!

www.SunriseApples.com loflafofoflef

OBt ~stramcis’ SCormitage

Organic Farm - Restaurant - Gift & Coffee Shop

14841 Turfan Road * Gays Mills, WI

Organic Meat « Organic Eggs « Organic Jams
Organic Dishes & Bakery « Organic Croissants, Breads & Honey
Wine, Cheese, & more!

608-735- 4929

Office: 302 Main 5t
Camping: 288 5. Railroad 5t
Gays Mills, W1 54631

ksdcampground.com * stumpdodgerbash.com P
showen wixsite.com/upperplace

Open Year Round
%  Wednesday &Thursday 8:30am - 8pm
Friday - Sunday 7am - 8pm
608.735.4015
%

f StFrancisHermitage.org
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Prairie du Chieng..o..

OUTDOOR RECREATION - SCENIC BEAUTY - HISTORIC CHARM - NATIONAL PARKS - DINING - LODGING - SHOPPING

e

Www.prairieduchien.org

|LANDING

- = Weery
Open Daily at 10am
ine Tastings Available

Live Music in the Wine Garden—
June-September
Stonefired Pizza & Appetizers

563-873-1905
127 North St. « Marquette, IA

5" d mile from Prairie du Chien, WI

SAWMILL
SALOON —

PHLIAE DO CRITE, Wi

206 W Blackhawk Ave.
Prairie du Chien, WI

@) sawmillpdc

%

.

THE NEW
SPIT & WHISTLE

1000 S Beaumont Rd.
Prairie du Chien, Wl 53821

608-326-0505
newspitandwhistle.com
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BOB'S BAR

229 Blackhawk Ave.
Prairie du Chien, W] 53821

FUN FOR EVERYONE
e Miniature Golf e Trampoline
® Go-Karts Basketball
® Bumper Cars ® Water Wars
® Bounce House ® Arcade
Open Daily June 1st-Labor Day
Open Weekends April, May, & Sept.
608-326-0888 ¢
Hwy. 18 Prairie du Chien
www.prairiefunland.com

608-326-6816

R & B TREASURES
THRIFT STORE

1200 S MARQUETTE RD.
PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, WI 53821

608-306-3154

AT IS
- o

THE SWEET TOOTH

HOMEMADE CHOCOLATES
& OTHER SWEET TREATS

,’ » A

A ’@
\%/ ()
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MON, WED, THU, FRI 10AM — 4PM
0 SAT 10AM — 2PM
CLOSED TUE AND SUN

Zwi2

114 W. BlackhawR Ave. SOMETHING
Prairie du Chien, WI 53821 FOR EVERYONE
608-379-0380
www.thesweettoothwi.com ﬂ
_ - 130 E Blackhawk Ave.
Prairie du Chien, W1 53821
608-326-1999

somethingforeveryonepdc@gmail.com

We buy and sell a wide variety of quality new and used
merchandise including jewelry, video games, electronics,
tools, sporting goods, musical items, and much more.

Wednesday - Friday 10am - 6pm = Saturday 10am - 5pm
Closed Sunday - Tuesday

UNIQUE ANTIQUES
& TREASURES

328 S Marquette Rd.
Prairie du Chien, WI 53821

563-880-9193 « Open Year-Round
Wednesday-Sunday 9am-4pm

Somel:lling {or

o| MARBLE PER ];Vel‘y one

FREE LUCKY

CUSTOMER

WE OFFER
FREE APPRAISALS

Prairie Fun Land

@ HIDDENVALLEYS.COM 69



CRAWFORD COUNTY

CRAWFORDCOUNTYWI.ORG

- Ik |
' peUi T T
i E!!i_-!_'r'-!H}.[i_: it e

=3 CASING %8
H m&:uﬁﬁ“i

Photo Credit:
Pletzer. Photography

&
¥

[ s

KICKAPOO®S KIicKAPOO®E
ORCHARD ORCHARD
1913 WEST

Heirloom Orchards with 75 varieties &
counting of apples, cherries, pears and peaches
Cider House | You-Pick | Sunflower & Corn Maze
Group Tours | Deli | Bakery | Makers Market Shop

Open Daily 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

s Mid August - Early November
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TOME OF THE ORIGINAL CARAMEL APPLE p|

Located in the Apple Capital of Wisconsin, Gays Mills
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